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size and importance until now it provides entertainment for one-
fifth of die entire population of the country.
Copenhagen is a royal residence, and a few guards in very
handsome uniforms present arms when the King goes swimming
or fishing, or strolls forth to buy himself a packet of cigarettes.
But you will look in vain for any other manifestations of military
grandeur. This small country, which has done some of the hardest
and bitterest fighting in the days gone by, and which even as
recently as 1864 was able to hold its own against Prussia for quite a
long time, voluntarily abolished its army and navy and has
replaced them by a small corps of State police to enforce whatever
neutrality will survive the next outbreak of a general European
conflict.
That is about all there is to say of Denmark, The country
peacefully goes its own way. The royal family keeps off the front
page of the more sensational newspapers, and while few people
have three overcoats, none go without, and while only a small
percentage has a motor car, every man, woman, and child possesses
at least a couple of bicycles, as you will know for yourself if you
have ever tried to cross a street in a Danish city just before the hour
for lunch.
In a world devoted to the worship of bigness Denmark does not
play an important part. In a world devoted to the ideal of great-
ness it would occupy quite a considerable position. For if the
greatest happiness of the greatest number of people is the ultimate
goal to which all governments should aspire, Denmark has
done more than enough to justify its continued existence as an
independent nation.